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This Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer (LGBTQ) Oral History Project began as a key 
component of a cross-listed Boise State University course, Intro to LGBTQ Studies (GEN 380, 
HIS 381, SOC 497). Dr. Riley Caldwell-O’Keefe taught the course and designed the project as 
an interactive learning tool to help students understand LGBTQ history, with special emphasis 
on Idaho history, and the impacts of this history on local individuals. In addition to this history 
and context, students learned interviewing techniques throughout the semester. We discussed 
ethical considerations and obtained Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval for the project. 
Throughout the process, we worked with Boise State Special Collections and Archives librarians, 
Alan Virta and Cheryl Oestreicher. The culmination and digital release of the collection would 
have been impossible without them. We are thrilled and honored to offer these first-person 
insights which help provide a more well-rounded and comprehensive story of Idaho history. 
 
Name: Janice Morin 
 
Biography: Born in Fairfax, VA in 1988, Janice Morin moved to Boise in 2000-2001. She 
graduated from Eagle High School. Her coming out was not a surprise to her family. Morin 
regrets that there are few support groups for teenagers – they have to go online. Morin discusses 
incidents of hate crimes that have gone unreported in Boise due to fear of reprisals of losing jobs, 
homes or being “outed” to the community. Morin has the goal of becoming a high school 
English teacher. She feels that this will give her an opportunity to be a mentor for all students – 
no matter their orientation. As a supporter of the LGBT community, Morin attends Pride 
Festivals and has volunteered for a.l.p.h.a. 
 
Keywords: Catholic, Pride Festival, “It Gets Better” campaign, Lady Gaga, Born This Way 
foundation, wardrobe, Add the Words, sex-education 
 
Interview date: 2011 
Interviewer: Tim Youngblood 
Interview duration: 1:02:17 
City: Boise 
 
Timed Notation: 
0:00:15 Names and date 
0:00:30 Place of birth 
0:00:55 Sexual/gender identity 
0:01:25 Childhood 
0:02:50 Eagle 
0:03:30 Communities where she is out 
0:04:40 Coming out 
0:06:00 Family support 
0:06:30 First event 
0:07:45 Places to congregate 
0:09:40 Work in the community 
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0:10:50 Advice to younger people 
0:11:50 High school 
0:13:00 Support 
0:14:40 No mentor 
0:16:30 Tomboy 
0:18:10 Relationship with her sister 
0:19:30 Lady Gaga 
0:20:50 Has Boise got any better? 
0:21:30 Politics 
0:23:20 Mean homophobic lady in a class story 
0:25:20 Downtown attacks 
0:30:35 Asking about her life story, to get more stories 
0:32:20 Works of art 
0:33:15 Writing 
0:34:20 Wardrobe 
0:35:30 Catholic side of the family 
0:37:15 Catholic school 
0:40:00 Parent’s religion 
0:41:50 The future 
0:42:30 Better high schools 
0:45:10 Sex-education 
0:48:00 Soccer  
0:49:00 Favorite teacher 
0:54:30 Writing 
1:00:00 Meeting LGBT friends 
 
